
Recreational Fishing Regulations 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

The set of regulations regarding the rules of fishing is established in its permit by the 

entity authorized to fishing – PZW Distric Board – specifying in it the principles of: 

angling, permitted fishing methods and fish protection measures. 

 

The entity authorized to manage fishing has the right to tighten or relax size limits, 

closed seasons, catch limits, as well as the rules and methods of angling. Any 

relaxation of these requirements must not violate the provisions of the Inland 

Fisheries Act or the regulations issued on its basis. 

 

II. THE RIGHTS OF AN ANGLER FISHING IN WATERS MANAGED BY PZW 

 

1. The right to fish in the waters managed by The Polish Angling Association (PZW) 

is granted to PZW members, non-members holding a valid fishing license, and 

foreign nationals, provided they comply with the regulations and hold a permit issued 

by the entity authorized to manage fishing. 

 

2. The principles for issuing fishing licenses are regulated by the provisions of the 

Inland Fisheries Act of 18 April 1985, as amended. 

 

3. Persons aged 14 and under, and foreign nationals temporarily residing in Poland 

are exempt from the requirement to hold a fishing license. 

 

4. The right to fish independently is granted to anglers aged 14 and over; however 

those under the age of 16 are not permitted to fish at night without the supervision of 

an authorized guardian. 

 

5. Any member of PZW aged 14 or under has the right to fish within their designated 

fishing ground, in accordance with applicable protection dimensions, quanity and 

weight limit, and with the following restrictions: 

 

- use of live or dead baitfish is prohibited; 

 

- solely under the supervision of an adult holding a fishing license, who is responsible 

for ensuring their compliance with the provisions of the RAPR (Recreational Fishing 

Regulations), the rules established by the entity authorized to manage fishing and 

the principles of fishing ethics.; 

 



- angling must be conducted under continuous and direct supervision of the fishing 

rods; 

 

- for PZW members aged 7 and under, the right to fish is limited to the use of one rod, 

while maintaining the above-mentioned regulations 

 

6. An angler aged 14 and under, who is not a member of PZW has the right to fish 

solely under the supervision of an adult holding a fishing license and a permit issued 

by the entity authorized to manage fishing. Fishing must take place within the scope 

of that person’s entitlements, designated fishing spot, and daily catch limit. The use 

of live or dead baitfish in prohibited. 

 

7. An adult holding a valid fishing license has the right to supervise two persons aged 

14 and under (as specified in point 5 and 6), each using one rod, with the exception 

of the Waters of Trout and Grayling Region. Sharing a fishing spot and catch limit 

between two persons mentioned in point 6 excludes the guardian from fishing, 

whereas sharing them with one person does not exclude the guardian from fishing 

with one rod. 

 

8. Fishing by organised groups of youth aged 14 and under, including those not 

affiliated with PZW, is allowed during training sessions and fishing competitions, 

under supervision of a licensed guardian who hold appropriate PZW instructor or 

inspector qualifications and under the conditions specified by the entity authorized to 

manage fishing. Each person in the group is entitled to fish with only one rod, while 

retaining rights to their designated fishing spot and the daily catch limit of a PZW 

member. 

 

9. Fishing during fishing competitions is regulated by separate provisions contained 

in the "Sport Fishing Organization Rules." 

 

III.  THE OBLIGATIONS OF AN ANGLER FISHING IN WATERS MANAGED BY 

PZW 

 

1. While fishing, an angler is required to have a valid fishing license, a permit issued 

by an entity authorized to manage fishing and any other documents required by the 

permit issuer. 

 

2. Other obligations of the angler are defined by the permit issued by the authorized 

fishing management authority. 

 

3. The angler is obliged to keep the bank clean within a radius of 5 m from the 

occupied fishing spot, regardless of its previous condition. 



 

IV. CONTROL AND RESPONSIBILITY OF ANGLERS FISHING IN WATERS 

MANAGED BY PZW 

 

1. An angler fishing is obliged to submit to inspections conducted by: 

 

a) Police officers 

b) guards of the State Fisheries Guard 

c) guards of the Volunteer Fisheries Guard 

d) guards of the Forest Guard 

e) officers of the Border Guard 

f) entity authorized to manage fishing, on waters under their jurisdiction 

g) other entities authorized to conduct inspections as specified in the permit issued 

by the entity authorized to manage fishing. 

 

2. At the request of inspectors, the angler is obliged to present documents, fishing 

equipment, caught fish, and bait. 

 

3. Violation by the angler of these Regulations or the rules contained in the permit 

issued by the entity authorized to manage fishing entails consequences under the 

Inland Fisheries Act and the PZW Statute. 

 

V. FINAL INFORMATION 

 

Matters regulated by these Regulations are subject to the provisions of the Statue of 

the Polish Angling Association (PZW), the permit issued by the entity authorized to 

manage fishing, as well as generally applicable law, including but not limited to: 

• The Water Law Act, 

• The Environmental Protection Law, 

• The Inland Fisheries Act, 

• The Associations Act, 

• The Forests Act, 

• The Nature Protection Act, 

• The Animal Protection Act, 

and the regulations implementing these acts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Conditions for fishing in the waters of the Słupsk district of the Polish 

Angling Association (PZW) 

 

I. THE RULES OF FISHING 

 

1. Fishing rod 

 

The angler is obliged to use a fishing rod consisting of a rod section at least 30 cm 

long, to which a fishing line is attached, ending with: 

 

a) a single hook with bait, or 

b) in fly fishing method, no more than two hooks, each with an artificial bait imitating 

an insect or its development stages, with each hook having no more than two points 

arranged so that they do not extend beyond the circumference of a circle with a 

diameter of 30 mm, or 

c) in spinning or trolling method, an artifical bait equipped with no more than three 

hooks, each having no more than four points arranged so that they do not extend 

beyond the circumference of a circle with a diameter of 30 mm. 

d) in ice fishing: 

- a single hook with bait, with no more than three points arranged so that they do not 

extend beyond the circumference of a circle with a diameter of 20 mm, or 

- an artificial bait equipped with no more than two hooks, each having no more than 

three points arranged so that they do not extend beyond the circumference of a circle 

with a diameter of 20 mm. 

 

2. Baits 

 

a) The following may be used as baits: 

- natural baits: animal and plant-based, 

- artificial bait. 

b) It is prohibited to use the following as baits and groundbaits: 

- protected animals and plants, 

- fish and noble and mud crayfish, 

- roe (fish eggs). 

c) Natural animal bait includes living or dead organisms, as well as their parts. When 

using fish as bait, only fish meeting minimum legal size or those not subject to size 

limits and not in a closed season may be used. 

d) Natural plant-based baits include plants, their parts and products made from them 

(e.g., doughs and pastes). Cheeses, protein balls and pellets are also conventionally 

classified as such. 

e) Artificial baits are a group of baits made from various natural and artificial materials. 

They may be equipped with no more than two hooks with the spacing between the 



hook points not exceeding the width of the artificial bait (with a tolerance of up to 2 

mm). 

 

3. Fishing 

 

3.1. In the waters managed by the Słupsk district of the PZW you can fish 24 hours 

a day, except for the Waters of Trout and Grayling Region, in accordance with the list 

of waters in the further part of the permit, where fishing is only allowed from dawn to 

dusk, i.e. 1 hour before sunrise and 1 house after sunset. 

 

3.2. Night fishing in lowland waters from a boat is prohibited. (i.e. 1 hour before 

sunrise and 1 house after sunet). 

 

3.3. A member of PZW, who pays a membership fee and fee for water protection and 

management is entitled to share one fishing rod with their spouse, who holds a valid 

fishing license without the spouse having to pay a membership fee and fee for water 

protection and managemen, provided that fishing is done within their designated 

fishing spot, and in accordance with the catch limit. The above applies exclusively to 

fishing that permits the use of two rods. Those benefiting from this arrangement are 

required to provide proof of their marital status. 

 

3.4. It is prohibited to fish during established closed seasons and within designated 

conservation areas, such as: spawning grounds, spawning beds, wintering areas and 

breeding grounds. Fishing is also prohibited in protected and breeding zones. 

 

3.5. Each angler is obliged to comply with the daily catch limits. 

 

3.6. Additionally, an the angler isn’t allowed to: 

a) keep or take fish below their minimum legal size, 

b) sell caught fish, 

c) distribute caught fish within the fishing area, 

d) fish closer than 50 meters from weirs, locks, dams, barriers and other structures 

used for water impoundment or fish passes. This prohibition does not apply to 

hydrotechnical structures intended for bank or botton regulation, such as groynes, 

revetments, and bottom sills, 

e) fish closer than 50 meters from set and marked nets and other fishing gear, 

f) to fish using the "snagging" method, excluding ice fishing, 

g) build fishing piers or platforms without permission issued by an authorized entity, 

h) fish from unregistered and unmarked floating equipment, if required by applicable 

regulations, 

i) use artificial light in order to track or attract fish, 

j) anchor boats on marked water navigation routes, 



k) fish from bridges, 

l) cut off the heads and tails of fish before finishing fishing. 

3.7. All caught fish (except for salmonids and grayling) may solely be kept alive in 

nets made of soft threads, stretched over rigid hoops, or in specialized carp sacks. It 

is not allowed to store more fish in the nets than the established daily limits permit: 

a) salmonids and grayling intended to be taken must be killed immediately after being 

caught 

b) each angler must store the caught fish separately 

c) a fish kept in a net is considered to be intended for taking 

 

3.8. Undersized or protected fish must be immediately released back into the water 

with the utmost caution. 

 

3.9. Spinycheek crayfish (Faxonius limosus ), signal crayfish (Pacifastacus 

leniusculus), as well as fish species such as topmouth gudgeon (Pseudorasbora 

parva), Amur sleeper (Perccottus glenii), and brown bullhead (Ameiurus 

nebulosus) must not be released back into the fishery where they were caught, nor 

into any other waters. 

 

3.10. When fishing with natural bait, it is prohibited to simultaneously use spinning or 

fly methods. 

 

3.11. It is permitted to collect fish with bait using a lift net, while fishing with a rod at 

the same location and time. The size area of the lift netmut not exceed 1 m x 1 m, 

and the mesh size must be no less than 5 mm. 

 

3.12. Fish intended for use as bait may only be released into the waters from which 

they were caught – except for the species listed in point 3.9. Live bait fish may be 

stored in a  container that ensures their well-being or in a net, as described in point 

3.7.  

 

II. PERMITTED FISHING METHODS 

 

1. Bottom and Float Fishing Method 

 

1.1. Fishing using bottom and float methods is permitted simultaneously with two 

rods, each with a line ending in a single hook with natural bait. 

 

1.2. An angler fishing by these methods is required to maintain the following minimum 

distances from other anglers: 

a) fishing from the shore – 10 m, 

b) between boats or when wading – 25 m, 



c) between a boat and anglers fishing from the shore – 50 m. 

 

2. Spinning method 

 

2.1. Fishing by the spinning method is permitted with one rod, that’s held in hand, 

with a line ending in a single artificial lure equipped with no more than two hooks. 

During spinning, the use of any additional bite indicators attached to the line is 

prohibited. 

 

2.2. An angler fishing by this method is required to maintain the following minimum 

distances from other anglers: 

a) fishing from the shore or when wading – 25 m, 

b) fishing from a boat – 50 m. 

 

3. Trolling method 

 

3.1. Fishing by the trolling method is permitted with one rod, equipped with a line 

ending in a single artificial lure with no more than two hooks, towed behind a 

watercraft propelled by an angine, sails, or human power. The towing of natural bait 

in this manner is prohibited. 

 

3.2. An angler fishing by this method is required to maintain a minimum distance of 

50 meters from other anglers. 

 

4. Fly method 

 

4.1.  Fishing by the fly method is permitted with one rod, that’s held in hand, equipped 

with a reel with a movable spool and a fly line ending in no more than two hooks, 

each with an artificial lure – where each hook may have no more than two points, 

arranged so that they do not extend beyond the circumference of a circle with a 

diamatere of 30 mm. Lines other than the fly lines in this method may only be used 

for tying leaders, which must not exceed twice the length of the rod  being used, and 

as a backing under the fly line. It is prohibited to use any additional external weighting 

on the line and leader when fly fishing, and the use of water bobbers or any 

substitutes is forbidden. 

 

4.2. An angler fishing by this method is required to maintain the following minimum 

distances from other anglers: 

a) fishing from the shore or when wading – 25 m, 

b) fishing from a boat – 50 m. 

 

 



5. Ice fishing 

 

5.1. Ice fishing with an artificial bait – other than mormyshka – is permitted with one 

rod, and fishing with a natual bait or mormyshka with two rods. A mormyshka is 

considered to be a lure consisting of a solid body – of any shape and color – no 

longer than 15 mm, with a single-barbed hook embedded or soldered into it. 

 

5.2. Ice holes must be made with a diameter not exceeding 20 cm, and the distance 

between themvmust be no less than 1 meter. 

5.3. Fishing in night i.e., from dusk till dawn, is prohibited. 

 

5.4. Caught fish intended to be taken must be killed immediately after being caught. 

Killed fish must be stored in containers. 

 

5.5. An angler fishing by this method is required to maintain a minimum distance of 

10 meters from other anglers. 

 

5.6. The use of dead or live fish, or parts thereof, as bait is prohibited. 

 

III. FISH PROTECTION 

 

1. The protective size of a fish is defined as the length from the tip of the closed 

mouth to the end of the longest ray of the tail fin. 

 

2. The following protective sizes for fish apply: 

- asp (Aspius aspius) – up to 40 cm, 

- barbel (Barbus Barbus) - up to 40 cm, 

- vimba bream (Vimba vimba) - up to 30 cm, 

- danube salmon (Hucho hucho) - up to 70 cm, 

- ide (Leuciscus idus) - up to 25 cm, 

- dace (Leuciscus leuciscus) - up to 15 cm, 

- carp (Cyprinus carpio) - up to 35 cm (does not apply to rivers), 

- chub (Squalius cephalus) - up to 25 cm, 

- tench (Tinca Tinca) - up to 30 cm, 

- grayling (Thymallus thymallus) - up to 30 cm, 

- salmon (Salmo salar) - up to 50 cm (it is prohibited to kill or keep in the waters 

of the District), 

- burbot (Lota lota) - up to 25 cm, 



- perch (Perca fluviatilis) – up to 18 cm and from 40 cm (except in Trout and 

Grayling waters), 

- brown trout (Salmo trutta fario)- up to 30 cm, 

- spreader (Ballerus ballerus) - up to 25 cm, 

- zander (Sander lucioperca) - up to 50 cm, 

- gasp (Ballerus sapa) - up to 25 cm, 

- whitefish (Coregonus lavaretus) - up to 35 cm, 

- vandace (Coregonus albula) - up to 18 cm, 

- European catfish (Silurus glanis) - up to 70 cm, 

- pike (Esox lucius) - up to 50 cm and from 90 cm (up to 45 cm in Trout and 

Grayling waters), 

- nase (Chondrostoma nasus) - up to 25 cm, 

- sea trout (Salmo trutta morpha trutta) - up to 50 cm, 

- lake trout (Salmo trutta morpha lacustris) - up to 50 cm, 

- European eel (Anguilla anguilla) - up to 60 cm, 

- rudd (Scardinius erythrophthalmus) - up to 15 cm. 

 

3.  The following closed seasons for fish apply: 

- asp (Aspius aspius) — from January 1 to April 30, 

- barbel (Barbus barbus) — from January 1 to June 30, 

- puntius (Puntius sophore) — from January 1 to June 30, 

- Carpathian barbel (Barbus meridionalis) — from March 15 to July 15, 

- vimba bream (Vimba vimba) — from January 1 to June 30, 

- danube salmon (Hucho hucho) — from March 1 to May 31, 

- Atlantic sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus ) — from January 1 to December 31, 

- grayling (Thymallus thymallus) — from February 1 to May 31, 

- salmon (Salmo salar) — from October 1 to December 31 (catch and keep 
prohibited in District waters), 

- burbot (Lota lota) — from December 1 to the end of February, 

- perch (Perca fluviatilis) — from March 1 to April 30, except in Trout and Grayling 
waters, 

- brown trout (Salmo trutta m. fario) — from September 1 to December 31, 

- whitefish (Coregonus lavaretus) — from October 15 to December 31, 



- zander (Sander lucioperca) — from January 1 to May 31, 

- gasp (Ballerus sapa) — from April 1 to May 31, 

- vandace (Coregonus albula) — from October 15 to December 31, 

- European catfish (Silurus glanis) — from January 1 to May 31, 

- pike (Esox lucius) — from January 1 to April 30, 

- nase (Chondrostoma nasus) — from January 1 to May 15, 

- sea trout (Salmo trutta morpha trutta) — from October 1 to December 31, 

- lake trout (Salmo trutta morpha lacustris) — from September 1 to January 31, 

- European eel (Anguilla anguilla) — from December 1 to March 31. 

4. If the first or last day of the closed season for a given fish species falls on a public 

holiday, the closed season is shortened by that day. This does not apply to sterlet 

sturgeon (Acipenser ruthenus) or to protected areas. 

 

5. The following legally protected fish and lamprey species are subject to a fishing 

prohibition: 

- allis shad (Alosa alosa), 

- two-spotted goby (Pomatoschistus flavescens), 

- sand goby (Pomatoschistus minutus), 

- common goby (Pomatoschistus microps), 

- ziege (Pelecus cultratus), 

- common seasnail (Liparis liparis), 

- alpine bullhead (Cottus poecilopus), 

- european bullhead (Cottus gobio), 

- syngnathidae – all species, 

- Atlantic sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus), European sea sturgeon (Acipenser 

sturio), 

- white-finned gudgeon (Romanogobio albipinnatus), 

- Kessler’s gudgeon (Romanogobio kesslerii), 

- cobitidae – all species, 

- fourhorn sculpin (Myoxocephalus quadricornis), 

- lampreys – all species, 

- twait shad (Alosa fallax), 

- schneider (Alburnoides bipunctatus), 

- waterfish (Misgurnus fossilis), 

- sea stickleback (Spinachia spinachia), 

- amur bitterling (Rhodeus sericeus), 

- lake minnow (Rhynchocypris percnurus), 

- stone loach (Barbatula barbatula), 



- snakeblenny (Lumpenus lampretaeformis). 

-  

6. The mud crayfish (Pontastacus leptodactylus) and noble crayfish (Astacus astacus) 

are not permitted for recreational fishing. 

 

7. The following catch limits apply: 

7.1. Weekly limit (from Monday to Sunday) 

- huchen (Hucho hucho) – 1 fish 

7.2.Day limit (from 0:00 to 24:00) 

- European catfish (Silurus glanis) – 1 fish, 

- sea trout (Salmo trutta morpha trutta), lake trout (Salmo trutta morpha lacustris), 
whitefish (Coregonus lavaretus). asp (Aspius aspius) – total of 2 fish, 

- grayling (Thymallus thymallus), brown trout (Salmo trutta m. fario) – total of 2 
fish, 

- barbel (Barbus Barbus) – 3 fish, 

- carp (Cyprinus carpio), tench (Tinca Tinca)  - total of 3 fish, 

- vimba bream (Vimba vimba) – 5 fish, 

- zander (Sander lucioperca) – 1 fish, 

- pike (Esox lucius) – 2 fish (except for  the Trout and Grayling waters), 

- European eel (Anguilla anguilla) – 2 fish. 

The total number of fish of the listed species caught and taken from fishing 

grounds cannot be higher than 10 per day. 

- perch (Perca fluviatilis) – 15 fish (in compliance with the limits resulting from 

point 8, i.e. no more than 5 kg per day) - except for  theTrout and Grayling 

waters, 

- salmon – catching and taking is prohibited in all waters of the District. 

-  

8. It is permitted to take from fishing grounds other fish species not listed above, in 

quantities not exceeding 5 kg per day. 

 

9. Catch limits do not apply to the grass carp (Ctenopharyngodon idella) , silver carp 

(Hypophthalmichthys molitrix), white bream (Blicca bjoerkna ), Prussian carp 

(Carassius gibelio), bream (Abramis brama), rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss), 

brook trout (Salvelinus fontinalis), or the species listed in chapter I, point 3.9., unless 

specific fishing conditions for a given fishing ground state otherwise. 

 

10. Fishing during fishing competitions is regulated by a separate set of rules listed 

in "Sport Fishing Organization Rules." 



 

11. The entity authorized to manage fishery has the right, in justifies cases  to tighten 

or relax size limits, closed seasons, and catch limits. Any relaxation of these 

requirements must not violate the provisions of the Inland Fisheries Act or the 

regulations issued pursuant to it. 

 

IV. FINAL REGULATIONS 

 

1. While fishing, fishing rods must be kept under the constant supervision of their 

owner. Electronic bite alarms with control units are also considered to provide 

supervision. 

 

2. An angler is required to have a device for removing hooks from fish mouths. When 

doing so, utmost care must be taken to safely release the fish. 

 

3. An angler is required to leave the fishing ground if a sporting competition is 

scheduled to take place there. 

 

4. In the event of observing water pollution or its effects — such as dead fish, 

discoloration of the water, oil slicks, or unnatural odors — the angler must 

immediately notify the Provincial Inspectorate for Environmental Protection (WIOŚ; 

the phone number is provided on the permit cover), the management of the nearest 

PZW fishing club or regional board, the Police, or the nearest public administration 

authority. 

 

5. If an angler catches a tagged fish, they are required to report it to the Regional 

Board of the PZW in the area where that fish was caught: 

- if the fish is kept, the tag must be send along with as much information as 

possible, including the species, length, weight, location ad time of capture, and 

a few scales taken from above the lateral line. 

- If the fish is released, a photo of a tag and the fish must be submitted, along 

with information on the fish’s length and the location and time of capture. 

 

6. The use of a gaff is prohibited. 


